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CALL TO ORDER

President Shannon Gerstheimer called the Museum Board of Trustees meeting to order at 6:09 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Led by President Gerstheimer

ROLL CALL

President

Board Member

Board Member

Board Member

Museum Associates Liaison
Council Liaison

Museum Manager

Museum, Arts & Culture Director
Event Coordinator

Facilities & Visitor Experience
Coordinator

Administrative Assistant

PRESENT:

ABSENT: President pro Tem
Executive Director of

Community Life & Culture

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Shannon Gerstheimer
Chris Kueng

Mark Kendall

Daniel Caluag

Tracy Serrano

Debra Porada
Carolyn Oakes
Marissa Kucheck
Rebecca Ustrell

Anne Lawliss

Veronica Padilla

Christian Garcia
Helen McAlary

January 27, 2026, minutes were approved by a 4-0 vote with a motion from Board Member Kueng and a

second from Board Member Kendall.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Rick Caughman, a member of the public and former Museum Board of Trustees Member was presented
with a certificate for his time on the Museum Board of Trustees. Mr. Caughman thanked everyone for
their kind words, and he also thanked the new board members for taking on the responsibility of being a

Trustee.

CITY COUNCIL LIAISON DEBRA PORADA

City Council Liaison Debra Porada stated that the City of Ontario will be remodeling Euclid Avenue, and
she also noted that the Sports Empire Stadium will have its opening day on April 2, 2026. City Council
Liaison Porada shared memories of Rick Caughman’s accomplishments while on the board.
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STAFF REPORTS

Director Report
Director, Marissa Kucheck

Director Kucheck presented Rick Caughman with a certificate for his service on the Museum Board of
Trustees. She also introduced the two new board members, Daniel Caluag and Mark Kendall.

Director Kucheck then went over attendance and the social media update from January 2026. She then
went over division updates:

Collections: The Collections team attended a Wet Salvage workshop for emergency preparedness. The
artifact of the month was a pocket stapler from General Electric Company.

Education: The Education team held a Film Night for a First Thursdays program that was well attended.
The Studio Saturday program for February was the Black History Month Collective and attendance
doubled from the same 2025 program.

Exhibits: The Exhibits team held a Buffalo Solider History Discussion for the current exhibition, For Race
& Country: Buffalo Soldiers in California.

Other: Director Kucheck reviewed upcoming events at the Ontario Museum of History & Art. She also
noted the City of Ontario’s State of the City event is taking place on March 18, 2026. The Ontario
Museum of History & Art is also working on a grant application from the Institute of Museum and
Library Services.

Staff Report
Visitor Experience and Facilities Coordinator, Anne Lawliss reviewed the overall trends and survey

statistics from the COVES and the Downtown Ontario Arts District surveys. She reviewed common
questions and answers of each survey.

Staff Report
Event Coordinator, Rebecca Ustrell, presented on the upcoming Ontario Art Book Fair. The Book Fair will

accommodate over 60 exhibitors and will occur at the Chaffey Community Museum of Art, 217 S Lemon
Ave. Ontario, CA 91762. Event Coordinator Ustrell also went over all programs that will be offered.

OLD BUSINESS
None.

NEW BUSINESS
None.
MUSEUM ASSOCIATES COMMENTS



Ontario Museum of History & Art Board of Trustees
Meeting Minutes
February 24, 2026
(Subject to Board approval)

Page 30f3

Museum Associates Liaison, Tracy Serrano, stated that the Museum Associates will revamp their
Instagram page soon.

MUSEUM BOARD OF TRUSTEES COMMENTS

Board Member Kueng brought up the ABC News segment on the new exhibit, For Race & Country:
Buffalo Soldiers in California and stated that he was very impressed. Board Member Kueng welcomed
the new members and shared his professional background.

Board Member Caluag introduced himself and provided his professional background.

Board Member Kendall mentioned that his first meeting was very informative and thanked the Ontario
Museum of History & Art staff. He also shared his professional background.

President Shannon Gerstheimer shared her education and professional background. She thought the
presentations were excellent. President Gerstheimer welcomed the new members and thanked Rick
Caughman for his time on the board.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
Board Elections

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, March 24, 2026, at 6:00 PM in Historic Council Chambers.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn was made by Board Member Kueng with a second by Board Member Caluag with a 4-
0 vote. The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 PM.
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