CITY OF ONTARIO
PUBLIC ART ADVISORY COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES CITY HALL, COMMUNITY CONFERENCE ROOM 303 East B Street
April 2, 2026
(Subject to Commission approval)

CALL TO ORDER
This meeting was called to order by Chair, Scott Murphy at 1:31 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Led by Scott Murphy, Public Art Advisory Chair.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Chair Scott Murphy
Vice Chair Wendy Slatkin
Commissioner Michael Rann
Commissioner Chau Nguyen
Director, Museum, Arts & Culture Marissa Kucheck
Arts & Culture Manager Tonya Rodzach
City Council Liaison Debra Porada
Planning Leo Preciado
Planning David Eoff IV
Public Art Coordinator Vanessa Murray
Administrative Assistant Veronica Padilla

ABSENT Commissioner Jonas Nakas

Executive Director of Community

Helen McAlary

Life and Culture

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
February 5, 2026, minutes were approved by a 3-0 vote with a motion from Commissioner Nguyen and
seconded by Commissioner Rann.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.

STAFF REPORTS

1. Overview of City’s mural process

Arts & Culture Manager, Tonya Rodzach introduced Leo Preciado, Planning Tech and David Eoff
IV, Principal Planner from the City of Ontario’s Planning Department. Mr. Preciado went over the
City’s mural process. He explained that the process includes submitting an application to the
Planning Department, then it is routed to the Museum, Arts & Culture Department, and lastly it
is sent to the Engineering Department for research and guidance at the mural location. Arts &
Culture Manager Rodzach then went over the Arts & Culture process, explaining that they locate
funding for the temporary or permanent public art piece as a first step.




2. Public Art Program Handbook
Arts & Culture Manager Rodzach went over the changes that were made to the Public Art
Handbook.

A motion to approve the handbook was postponed until the next Public Art Commission Meeting.

OLD BUSINESS
Update on Public Services Building - Cliff Garten’s Design Services Agreement.

NEW BUSINESS
None.

DIRECTOR COMMENTS

Director Kucheck shared a call for artists for the West Valley Connector that will be partly located on Holt
Boulevard in Ontario. This call for artists is not part of the City of Ontario’s Public Art Program, but Director
Kucheck wanted to relay the information to the Public Art Advisory Commission. Director Kucheck also
went over The Hub on Holt grant that was awarded to help revitalize the Downtown Ontario Arts District.
The grant was awarded to the non-profit of Mia Melle (business owner of Holt x Palm), and it was awarded
by Congresswoman Torres’ office.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioner Nguyen posed a question to Mr. Preciado asking to see if shade could be involved in the
mural process so that people could enjoy the space with the mural. Commissioner Nguyen wanted to give
a shoutout to the Museum Staff and Councilwomen Porada for the YAM award ceremony that was at the
Museum with Mariposa Elementary. She also mentioned receiving a transit survey from the Engineering
Department of the City of Ontario and expressed a desire to see items such as the mural and public art
pieces on these types of city-wide surveys.

Commissioner Rann provided no additional comments.

Chair Murphy provided information on how the City of Ontario processes agreements, based on his time
working for the city.

Commissioner Slatkin appreciates postponing the approval of the Public Art Handbook until the next
meeting, so she can have more time to review.

COUNCIL LIAISON COMMENTS
None.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Arts Connection — Update on pilot artist microgrants program

Downtown Ontario Improvement Association — Update on storefront art beautification project
Updated on the Museum Exterior Grounds design

City Services Building — Preliminary Design Concept review



NEXT MEETING
Thursday, June 4, 2026, at 1:30 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn was made by Vice Chair Slatkin with a second by Commission Nguyen with a 4-0 vote.

Chair Murphy adjourned the meeting at 2:31 p.m.
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Administrative Assistant
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Chair




